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Soviets Seem Bent On Foiling

" Cord Meyer |
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L : ; ‘}WASHINGTON .
i The Soviets behaveas if they are bent -

on signing a SALT treaty, but they do not
seem eager to facilitate its most crucial |
aspect—t{he process of verification.
In fact, Carter administration officials,

are becoming convinced that the Soviets
have. indertaken: a- multi-pronged "cama-
paign to reduce the effectiveness of Amers .

-jcan surveillance, A g A
*. . Espionage, camouflage, deception and ..
- political pressures are all being orches-
trated to obscure from view the extentof:.
~Soviet military progress.. st . M
%=, The first priority for the Soviets was'to |
“discover justhow.eifective the American”
_ surveillance: technigues: were “and- how]
” they worked; Their-initial breakthrough o}
“the espionage front was. the; TRW case.in |
- California Taskiyesr: o, young /Amett-
cansiw,erej;fbundf’gﬁiltyiﬂpi_gs'elnng‘}mpot?
tant technical secrets to.the KGBz 4 - e

- “‘But:the Soviets really’had B0 grasp of

the advanced state of‘American satellite-

_system, . the: KH-1L This. break gave the
. Soviets vital information on the range and
- accuracy of the new satellite’s vision and |
- compromised the whole technology. .. ..
i B Y S

= Russian - defensive reaction. {o-
. pewly ‘perceived vulnerability: has-been
¥ promptsThe Soviets.bave begun using'an.
© ynbreakable code ta-prevent U.S. monitor-.
“jng.of the tasts of their biggest ICBM, the-
*SS-18i°If they do"nob.agree to halt this)
*, practice; it.will sericusly. impair this coun=:
; try’s ability to.ascertain.that they are ob-.

" serving the SALT TI limits on missile war
"7 Throughout'SALT L, the: S{:}vietill-'_hav;fé

£ 'ysed extensive-camoiiflage and.deception

" techniques./to ‘hide. defense- plants: and
* weapons systems that were not specificals -
- ly subjéct:to, verifi tion pnder: the terms-

L i

& -Krmed: ‘with--Kampiles ! Information,

~ithey are; now refining these camouflage .
" measures’ and; are removing from 'view"
*- advariced weaponry that they did not'pre=3

"~ viously raaliza

couid be seen by the satel-3
hte. 5o, o, :
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231 In® making sthis-

. have been spotted in one of the old missile
" fields that the Soviets were supposed to
‘i have deactivated. Now that they know the
< watching satellites have 20-20 vision; vio~

% ]ations have become harder toidentify...

"% On their long southern horder stretch-

% ing from Turkey through Iran to Afghani- |
< stan, the-Soviets know there are ground
% sites from which coverage of their missile-
7 testing-ranges could add-te t_hge*‘gﬁ@g&cs_ b

T obtained by cameras in the sky.ls ' -

.+ A Communist coup in Afghanistan,

**reyolt'in Iran could"combine;to: make: it

" jmpossible: fors U.S.’ observation ‘posts.to 1
2 function anywhere along this arc:- The loss
Mp?matioquuldbegggiqnaﬂ' L

- of
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3 of am anti-satellite orbital interceptor. Al-
4 réady successfully tested, it can be-used in
9 a time of -grave crisis to‘close this coun-
1 try'’s’eyes by destroying our surveillarmce

po-
"~ Titical pressure on. Turkey and’ mounting:

The ultunate threat to American, venﬁ-
4 cation capability is-the Soviet.deployment .

3 satellites: No similar capability yetexists
d onthe:American sides mnmmonnh!
77 3. senators who will be looking skept-

fcally at the verification involved in the
: SALT II agreement:are aiready alarmed..

- by the delays and uncertainty in ascertain~

* jng the offensive potential of the MiG-23s
. deployed in Cuba.. If the President toler-
* ates this ambiguity, his readiness to cail |

_the Soviets to account on SALT violations
will be questioned:  ; EBiTiatl A T

. A )

. /r. Inspite'of the damage done by success-S
2 fisl Soviet éspionage; the American verifis4

- cific guarantees against interfeence with

- verification’ procedures. are: written” into- |
- “the treaty;‘most experts agree that in:this:.

“respect SALT is still 2 risk worth taking: >
; CIAT op-
- StansTield. Turner: will be the:Carter:ad-
-sministration’s principal witness before:the
; Senate” commitiees, . Navigating- tAronga: -
: fliese mined and murky waters;, the admi-~
.ral’'s best.‘course will be tomaintain a
; scrupulous’ objectivity"and to claim . no .
" more for verification than the facts allow,
while” admitting. “vulnerabilities” ‘where-]
“ihpy pxist T A e BUTe e r DG G

. cation- capability remains; 4. formidable 3
- ‘iobstacle to major Soviet evasions. If spe--

e

Troubling signs ‘of ambiguous “activity | -
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